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September 3, l3390. 

years ,  They began t u  f i s h  wfth seines, and 

also troll lines, b n t  d i d  not bo very mch 5 a  
$fl 

with then End have not for this l e s t  15 I .  

5 2  years. They f i shed  SteaBYly with szines up 

to t h i s  sprjng. Their seines run from 7 5  t o  

~80 rods long. In the center t h s y  wol-zld fish 

20 P'eet W w t i t - e r . .  Xri  't'h'e wings t h e y  hajd 5- 

h w  
A@+ 

ira'c?h mesh mU i n  ths Srint 2 1/2-1nch. 

In olden times we' 1I.is"eB to  commence about 

abont the first of July, so that the spring 



we he@n e c ~ f n  abalzt September 15 or 20 and 

contintre u n t i l  eold wezxther comes on, until 

ir! Z;ovemb er aomet irne. .  

S A  
3 

- t1;is spring.. In D‘etroit River ‘the: have 

been trapp‘ing them m d  I think ‘it ct?t them 

off so that, ’they d i d  pot ecxne tip here. When 

they h q r f n  gaitnd fjshfng I.n LPke Erie our 

whiteffsh droIJped bfgJI, In the rseines re 

4 
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frrhlt.8 be%&, tilit not many of l a t e  years. We U7I’k.R” 

use4 t.0 cet qnite R few trovt a l s o .  We bo 



s& not get m a y  trowt E O W ,  hut m t i l  this sea- 
Y 

, son we have PclwRys cot a few. The ponn8 

nets do not seem to take trotit, U k e  o w  

seines would. Ttij .5  5s. a p l e k s r e l  an& sttzr- 

** 

* " g e m  erutuld, but 3 'do not t h i n k  o w  books 
v 

ri l l  shoa 500 pol?r:as of p i c k e r e l  CEti-i?'(eht this 

year, but, of' cotirse, we bez$ri R little 18te. 

We think, !-Lowever. -2h8.t the 5ig 8-inch mesh 

in o w  leads l e t s  tile p i c k e r e l  thmych. In 

A /r&'."; 
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the summer a3 ~ i l w ~ i y ' l j  knocked off f i s h i n g .  

In the fRll our p r i n b i p a l  f ' j ~ h z r :  was her- 

ring. Our reeson !?or th5nkirq; wnltuPi sh 

come from LEke Erie'iuab Seceuse before they 

put t h e i r  net's In t h e m  we used t o  g e t  thm; 

that is, about 14 year3 ago. Ve irseil to gat 

- -  
/ h ;- ++ 

4 
nwuLc;dl I,& rcc*yLn 

qni to  a r a i r  catch of whitef i sh  f n  those 

pal  f i shery  here was a l w n y 8  sturp%n anU 
5- 



/ rinq. The herring we ~ ~ t ~ k ’ i n  t h e  s p r i ~ q  

are l a rTe r  thm t!ie ones we c e t  i n  the fRll. . +  

In the Ppll they  ere not so very lrsrqe. When 

re first start l‘ishinc a lonq  t h e  last of Sep- 

tember they b q i n  t o  catch them down by Port 

Lanrpton; then t h e y  b q j n  t o  catch them right 

alanlr; tip. They E e t  t he  her r jn l :  A o m  there 

before w% qet them here, wh-lch s11mrs they 

come ttp t he  river.  They  Eet t h e m  2 week8 be- 

fare we p t .  them here. Brit  t h l t  l n s t  5 

. -++@- years we have not c a y h t ,  100 b8rrels of her- 

rinq ttlto5:ether i n  the ~ R U .  We hnvs gotten 

a *- We do rot m t o h  m y  more mall fJ*k i n  

the  nsjnes then we do in t he  pa?mB neta. Of 
, S A  

&A cmtrse,  t h e  pot In t h e  p m n A  l a  t h e  sftme 4 
size as the center ir? t h e  seine.  The pot I s  
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pound n e t s  up fn t h e  l r h  here. They had 



id" 
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r .  

below  here^. I tkiink in t h e  s p r i n g  



tl2ey spawn imless‘ It. is l i p  ~ r * o m c i  tilt! Says 

in t h e  loks .  Tiier t !  is R bay &round X e t t l e  

Point where t h e  Xndi’ens used to spear t h e m  

‘e 1 t h a t  t h e y  come in - t o  spawn: Ar, 1ndic.n szid 



. .  



iw~xzM go d m  v e q  fmt, so tn8t we could 

h a r d l y  keep up with it, an& other t i m e s  It 

w o a d  e o  m n  a&w. -The -mirre?rzt ~eems t o  

set riE;ht straicht far t h e  river and i n  here 

f t  is r igh t  along sflore. I notice the  cur- 

rent out a8 Par  es we heve been. I think 

t h e  farther you get out t h e  more current 

there  will be. 

The water increeses  gmdnally i n  depth a8 

e g p  you go off shore. . In a m i l e  off  sliore would 

not have over322 f e e t  of’ water. We would go 

u f f  out about 100 m a s  with the seine8 and that  

was the  general  averaee ajs tance.  

6..hL 
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Grounds b elow u6, whm the herr ing were . -  

4& ’/ caminc up in. the  fall, would c a t c h  more than 

-4*/ & 7 we wonld, anil take i t  alonE l a t e r  i n  t h e  

fall they seem t o  work in out of the lake 

and we would hold o w - o w n ,  but they would be 

mal3 hrrsrine. W e  always thought the  first 

fin of 1 a r ~ e ~  herrjne came 17p the  river, as 



we a i d .  - _c 
We R e t  our b est mm of’ sturgeon genernlly 

., 
5- 

&urinc the fill1 moon in June. They would 

slack off in Jtfly and theg would not come on 

wain t o  mount t o  anything. We do not -3 

, 
c- 7 

count on stulyeon a f t e r  they one8 slack off. . -  

From t he  month of the river t o  tKe upper 

0- limit of t he  seininls; was *out 8 miles. 

There were 8 seining grounds i n  that d i s -  dcLky 

t a m e  ana re were all about the  8 m e  dis- 

tance apart, except that  np above they were 

a little fa r ther  apart ard clown i n  the bay 

they would b e  1p l i t t l e  neamr. 
4’ - 

l e  get a few lint: an8 a very f e w  aheeps- 

* $e heed. We d i b  not. eet m y  rnmomineea’ m d  no 

4 long j m .  Only cot the ordinary herrlne, an& e 
’ o-inary whjtefish. Our whitefish would run 

from 2 4/2 POUndS up t o  10 pound8, and would 

avereree about 3 pounds. We’ have got a fer 

@ 



whjtefish under a pound, but not many. We 

never not lce  m y  very m a l l  on-. The smell 

Pw f l s h  we never d m w  in with the seine. I 

have seen young herring miming along the 
w. x.u.i' 
0 
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beach her8 in July; at.least I am pretty 

were herring. We only G o t  1 or 2 

here th is  sprine and we l a y  i t  en- 

the nets in Lake Brie. 

The seines thet were f l sked in the river 

were 8 smaller seine than onra en6 they had 

n very small mesh so that they aught very 

mall pickerel.  It wR8 mostly an No.2 f l s h  

they arimt. A year ago t h i s  l a s t  s p r i q  we 

had a goo6 1"un of pickerel,  as good as we 

8vm haCt, mb finer pickerel I never saw. 

It  was the beat mn we had for a nmber OS 

yeara. Rut on the whole the pickerel have 

decreased very much since we began f ishjng.  

I think they have deerertaed easily ane-hcilf 

?ram what they were 20 years a@. 



I Bo not t h ink  we ever got any bltie pick-  w 

. .  

z 

ere1 here, Once in awhile we g e t  8 pike. 

We t a k e  a fm mmkinonce, biJt they are very 

searce and e l m y  s were. We took one 8 week 

ago weiphing 21 potmds dre83ed. I never 8aw 

m y  b-m& trout here. We have caTqht 3 eels  

here. 

f 

- 
T h e  whitefish hm3 decreased down to noth- 

€ne;, -2s :‘€?BY% elf0 we useti to get  very Rice  

I?n.tfLs. We vsed to get thm mostly in the 

sprlnr:, i n  b!ey end t h e  first of June. We 

used t o  get 8 few in t h e  f a l l ,  b c t  no great 

qtzantj t y .  Trout have decreased nearly as 

much pzs whitefish. We used to g e t  a coed 

-- 

mny trovt 25 y e w s  REO. -s, 

e, 1 L4.t 

In the ear ly  days there TRS no other f i s h -  4 

i n s  here b u t  se fne  fjshine:, m-d they used t o  

se ine  on the Jlmericen s l c e  just the ssrme es 

we a id  here end we never covld see any Bif- 

fsrsnce in t h e  f i sh ing  u n t i l  they put in the 



? potmd n e t s  en3 p i l l  nets .  . Ana when t h e y  put 
C f l  

than izp Pbave here, double hesders, and they 9 
hed svch large l i f t  8 ,  i t  certainly decreased 

ovr f j s h i n q  here. 

nets here rl t  all. There has been others 

We’never fished m y  g i l l  
el, 

fishing them arouh8 tis here on the s l y  and 

t h q  ge t  a mmy pjckere l .  They put 

pjckerel  Brz here j u s t  as 80011 as the I c e  is 

ont. Gill n e t s  are fd shed here gome f o r  

whitefish, Prom Port Hiwon. We neV23r f i s h e d  ..d 
g i l l  nets  for afi i toP1ah or i iwut .  A l l  the 

people who own sejnes here confins them- 

stelves t o  seines ent i re ly .  ___L 

23 

Thls is our first season for poundl net 
7;: 

f ’ j~h jng .  We .got one net out Liay 15, but a 

big blow c m e  on and tore our ne t s  up 80 we 
,’ - 

had t o  take than out and f i x  them up* and I t  a 
mz1 ahont t h e  f’jr!3t of J m e  before we Com- 
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The t u n n e l  is 5, hear t  6 ant t h e  pot 2 1/2- 

inch m a s h .  

In the pound net.8 this sprin,rr we ?~r,ve 

catqht prfncjpally etnrzeon an3 herying:, an8 

a Pew pickerel.  We collld Catch the pickerel 

with the  seinea nnd 1 t!iink t h e  season we 

dfd not   et them Jn t h e  pots WDS on account 

of t h e  big lead.  We a l s o  got 5" f e w  sheeps- 

heal, rmrlleta, m a  2 cet-fi'sk. Pfd not  get 

mg'st7ckers or hZeck b8s8, b u t  i;"ot R fer 

rihite b a s s .  Dsd not p t  en:' pike, but  et 2 

We have been bothared B p o d  d e a l  w i t h  
4 t  

*- the fish" R i l l i n e  in tfte pot .  They were all 
L 

.. herring;. They wmld yet t h e i r  head in so 

thet  they wo71M drown rtnd then would puf f  up 

SO that we would  have to thmw them may. 

There was qtxi te EL good A e ~ l  of I t  and I pro- 

mane I t  WRB on accorvlt of t h e  s turneon batfnc 

.*% 
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In there. I think we have ma8e some l i f ts  
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in o v r  two n e t s  e n d  probrbly we would tfiror 

aw8y sometimes Pearly E bnshel .  I should 

S P Y  f r o m  75 t o  80 h e r r i n g .  Ve w 0 4 d  have t o  

t t i roa  t?im ewRy. '  We wovlcZ throw them right 
Ir 

land. H u t  we threw over t h z  'Yj811 that were 

gilled this season becrrllse they ~ 1 1  threw 

them In the waat.eF. The srn~il. pickere l  would 

. .  mtich. The f'irst r7.W of t h e  ~ P U  herr ing  are 

R g o o d ' s k e d  herring:, btxt 1 Ewer notjced 

them b¶g as t h e y  were this sprint. Thooa 

herrinq we bot in t h e  q3ring were v e E  f a t .  

@ 
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We s h i p  than  fresh mofftly. Pe8dlers t ~ k e  

d l e r  twice a week. We woirld take 600 or 700 

at a time out of 2 pom-xls. I n  tire frU. t h e y  

hod poor herring f i s h i n e ;  in. t h e  fe.11 f o r  t he  

las t  5 or 6 years.  We lrty t h e  scarcity of’ 

herrinq to toe nets down in Lake 3rie cvt- 

t i n g  them o f f .  I t h j n k  that we O f i l l  & e t  n 

good rim of herring tiiis &U, however, judg- 

-I 

l n g  f r o m  rhst we h w B  seen. 

We w i l l  keep oiir nets ‘out of the w a t e r  UT+. 

t i l  about September 20.  l e  w i l l  sfmply wash 

the  net and (lry it, but may t e r  the  pot .  We 

tar ohr n e t s  oarsblves,‘  .-------- -- 

For t h e  1n8t 5. or 6 ye‘ars we lime h8d 

poor hemin;: fPshiw ri,tnt alon,.;, There has 

been no bed weather or hnythjnr; of t h a t  sort  



ZCfnca?fifne I think they R e t  mre w l i j t  e f i sh  

and t rout  t h a n  we do here. _/- 

We worild p r e f e r  t h e  scire to any other, ’ 

kind. nf fishinc,  sn8 mother t h i n ? ,  o w  

pc”t?nd n e t s  pet destroyed by t h e  boats  and 

rafts so much.‘ I_ 

P 
L .  Tnere hEa never h-mn m y  pol31’ct.ion here . -  

Prom s a a d v s t .  There nsed to b e  m y  Pmrint 

of m l l l a  m d  they tmew ell t h e i r  st .?lfP in 

9 the water, but  St dJd’ not  seem to make any 
1 
I 
I 

dj fferetx e w j  t h o u r  f i s hincp;. We imve never 

w been bothered w i t h  b w k  t o  amount t o  my- 

’thfnc. There f a  ao rmcut c.rrrrent here I t  

would take it r iph t  down the r lver .  3ut re 

get t h e  b m k  in t h e  pound nets, end there $ 8  

some in t h a n  now. We h ~ v q  ? i d  YSO awnaFje t o  I 

-- 
,- 

-pv our net 8 t o  speak of, except’wiir?.t h a 8  been 6- caused by tho b o k t s .  . - - - 1  

-I 4 ,<- ” .  
A pount net , ’  s”ot”in th*e weter complete, I 

T 
5 2  4 w 

wobld be north trbotit $500. A se in inc  o v t f l t  



’ r? 1’ 

19 
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wovld b e  about $300. 

would lnst about 5 years a d  ths center  

about 2 years. 

The aincs of a seine 

T h e  f i s h  nre goine down ,~ensm.Uy when we 

ca tch  then, I ttljnk, but  t h e  8t”rgeon seem 
I 

t o  b e  workln? in. 19 the f o r e  p8rt  of the 
‘ ,P 

8emon onr  vpper net  does ths best and in 

t h e  l e t  er pert the lower one seems t o  do 

a d ~ y .  In t h e  R p r f n r  w$ wo?ild h a J l  far  pick-  
-e 

,.* w 
c . 4  

e ere1 m d  stuweon. W e  hrive h m l e d  in GO 

I- - b a s k e t s  of h e m i n ?  Jn one hml in October. 

I have cleRn& herrinq in tile sprint: w h e n  
# 
/ 

f a l l  I have cleaned them when t h e y  were till? 

same way. I think herrjnp spawn pretty l ~ t z  cn 
gmartt l ly .  I tktlnk whitefish 8p.wn q u i t e  

m + l a t e  in the PRU. R ~ R O .  ovr bottom is aanay 
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